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AlaskaNor – Blue Economy?
Efforts at economic development in ocean and coastal regions are more 
and more taking place within an evolving concept called the ‘blue 
economy’ – an economy that embraces all ocean-dependent activities. 
Basically, blue economy means connecting economic uses of the ocean 
with sustainable ecosystems to benefit local communities.

In Norway, almost 70% of export revenues come from sea-based 
economic activities and resources.

Need to design an economic model that takes into account this potential
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AlaskaNor – A Blue Economy Project
• 3-year project (2018-2021) - Norwegian MFA and Nordland County

• Lead by the High North Center for Business and Governance, Nord University
• Institute of the North, Key partner in Alaska
• Partners from Norway and the United States

• The framework
• 4 Work Packages: Governance, Maritime Transportation, Energy, Fisheries
• 2 Leading Questions

• What is the state of affairs within the sectoral focus of the WP?
• What opportunities exist for increased collaboration between regional actors?



AlaskaNor – The Output
• Three-step process

• Analysis of the current state of affairs in both Alaska and North Norway
• The possibilities of tomorrow (Outlook)
• Engagement with decision-makers in Oslo and Washington, DC
• Open-end process

• Reporting
• 4 Work Package reports by March 2020
• 2 Public Events: June 2020 in Washington, DC and September 2020 in Oslo
• 1 Feedback Report by Spring 2021



AlaskaNor – The Interaction
• Connecting Project Partners

• Five project meetings by November 2019
• Report Publication @ High North Dialogue 2020
• Final Event @ High North Dialogue 2021

• Connecting Arctic regions
• North Norway goes West, AlaskaNor Network Tour, November 2019
• Alaska goes East, AlaskaNor Network Tour, Spring 2021 (???)



AlaskaNor – Let’s Talk Content
• Understanding Global Trends

• Three factors transforming the Arctic: climate change, technological 
development and global economic demand

• Increased Arctic investment potential
• Blue Economy (concept) to frame future regional development?

• Multidimensional challenge:
• How to gain more value from extracted marine resources?
• The profitability of northern economic ventures and the related conditions 

for local/regional development in the various Arctic(s)



Map: www.openstreetmap.org; Source for investment potential: Arctic Business Forum Yearbook 2019

European High North: Investments up to 2030 
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AlaskaNor – Maritime Transportation
Alaska Northern Norway

Total cargo volume (tons) 42.2 million 45 million
- Inbound 9.3 million 8.8 million
- Outbound 33 million 36.2 million
Bulk cargo 35.9 million 38.5 million
Fish 2.7 million 1 million
Largest ports (tons) Valdez (25.4 million) Narvik (20.3 million)
Largest fishing ports (tons) Dutch Harbor (348,812) Tromsø (245,581)
Largest Cruise Port Juneau (1.1 million) Tromsø (142,348) 



AlaskaNor – Let’s Discuss
• Mixed blue growth expectations between various Arctics

• Alaska and North Norway with similar characteristics

• What is the regions’ market potential? Who will invest into what?

• Why is collaboration needed? What can we learn from each other?

• How do we turn efforts into action?

• Do we even talk the same language?



www.alaskanor.com

http://www.alaskanor.com/
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